
   
 

   
 

       
 

      Sanctuary Buildings  
      Great Smith Street  

      London, SW1P 3BT  
 

      Email enquiry form: www.education.gov.uk/help/contactus  
 

                                      18th July 2019 

Dear Colleague,  

DfE Early Years Entitlements: July Newsletter 2019 

Welcome to the July edition of the DfE Early Years Entitlements newsletter. In this edition you will find 
information about the autumn-term application deadline for 30 Hours Free Childcare; local authority progress 
and feedback; what you can do to help increase the take up of Tax-Free Childcare; and about the statistical 
first release on the provision for under 5’s.  

Reminders: Early Years 30 Hours Free Childcare  

Autumn-term applications for 30 Hours Free Childcare 

We’re encouraging parents who want to take up a 30 hours place in the autumn term to apply now – 

before the summer holidays - to get their code in good time. HMRC sometimes needs more information 

from the parent to check whether they’re eligible, so parents should allow time for this to ensure that a valid 

code is received well ahead of the 31st August deadline.  

Please continue to use the range of communications tools available to help promote 30 Hours Free 
Childcare and Tax-Free childcare. The promotional assets listed below can be found in the social media 
folder of the communications toolkit on the Childcare Choices Website.  

Suggested timeframe  Graphic Supporting message 

06/07/19 – 31/08/19 To keep your 30 hours place 

check your details are up to date 

every 3 months. 

gov.uk/childcareaccount   

Parents, make sure your details are 

up to date. You need to do this 

every three months 

www.gov.uk/childcareaccount 

#30hours  

06/07/19 – 28/07/19 
Log in to your childcare account 

every 3 months to check your 

details are up to date. 

Parents, to keep your #30hours 

place next term, make sure your 

details are up to date 

www.gov.uk/childcareaccount 

29/07/19 – 18/08/19 
Apply for a 30 hours code in good 

time. Do it before the summer 

holidays 

childcarechoices.gov.uk 

Make sure you don’t run out of time 

to apply for a #30 hours code for 

September – check you’re eligible at 

www.childcarechoices.gov.uk 

 

http://www.education.gov.uk/help/contactus
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/communications-toolkit/
http://www.acumen.hmrc.gov.uk/_/app/emailRobot/index/click/secret/TEST_EMAIL?link=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fchildcareaccount
http://www.acumen.hmrc.gov.uk/_/app/emailRobot/index/click/secret/TEST_EMAIL?link=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fchildcareaccount
http://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
http://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/


   
 

   
 

19/08/19 – 31/08/19 Last chance to apply for your 30 

hours code for September. 

If you want #30hours in September 

you must get your code before the 

31st August 

www.childcarechoices.gov.uk 

 

 

Education provision: children under 5 years of age, January 2019 

The Education provision: children under 5 years of age, January 2019  report was published on 27 

June. This includes the latest information on the numbers of 2, 3 and 4 year-olds taking up funded 

early education places as well as National Statistics on 30 Hours Free Childcare. 

The main findings were as follows:  

Take-up of free places  

• Take up rates of funded early education (the universal entitlement) for 3 and 4 year-olds stayed the 
same as in 2018. 92% of 3 year-olds, and 95% of 4 year-olds benefited from funded early 
education in January 2019; a total of 1,277,100 children.  

• 328,100 3 and 4-year-old children benefited from the extended early entitlement. This is an 
increase of 11% from 296,900 children in January 2018. 

• The number of 2 year-olds benefiting from funded early education decreased by 6,200 to 
148,800. The take-up rate has decreased from 72% to 68% in 2019. This is mainly due to fewer 
children benefiting from the entitlement but has also been partly affected by a change in the 
calculation of the eligible population. 

Quality 

• 96% of eligible 2 year-olds benefited from some funded early education at a setting rated good 
or outstanding; up 1% from 2018. 

• 91% of 3 and 4-year-olds benefited from some funded universal early education at a setting 
rated good or outstanding; down 2% from 2018. 

• 96% of 3 and 4-year-olds benefited from some extended funded early education at a setting 
rated good or outstanding, no change from 2018. 

 

Provider numbers and mix 

• There has been an overall increase in the number of providers delivering free entitlement 
places for 2, 3 and 4-year olds.  

• For 2 year-olds, the total number of providers has shown a small decrease from 22,700 in 2018 
to 22,600 in 2019. 

• 48,100 providers delivered funded early education to 3 and 4-year-olds in January 2019; up 1% 
from 2018. 

• 35,800 settings provided extended funded early education to 3 and 4-year-old children up 5% 
from 2018; including 12,000 childminders. 

 

Communication Resources 

Supporting disadvantaged families  

The department recently launched a campaign to promote and raise awareness of the benefits that using 30 
Hours Free Childcare can have for working families. The campaign aims to illustrate how 30 Hours has 
supported and benefited disadvantaged families, including parents of children with SEND. All local authorities 
received a guidance toolkit explaining how to support the campaign.  

http://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/education-provision-children-under-5-years-of-age-january-2019


   
 

   
 

The campaign includes six case study videos of parents who have taken up 30 Hours and a short “how-to” 

animation to support families applying for 30 Hours and Tax-Free Childcare online. 

Please continue to share these videos on your social media and digital channels and re-share the 
department’s campaign posts through your channels. If you have any queries regarding the 
campaign, please get in touch with Soneni.Rae@education.gov.uk.  

Local Authority Progress and Feedback 

Progress Review Form (PRF) 9 

All local authorities are asked to complete a Progress Review Form to reflect on operational performance 
and their ability to deliver the early years entitlements. The responses play a key role in tailoring the support 
that Childcare Works offers to local authorities and may also inform future DfE policy.  

Thank you to the local authorities who completed the most recent Progress Review Form. We received 137 
responses to the latest PRF.  

As part of the work following this data collection, Childcare Works Programme Advisors are working with the 
local authorities who are yet to respond.  

Increasing the take-up of Tax-Free Childcare 

HMRC would like to thank you for your help in raising awareness to increase the take up of Tax-
Free Childcare (TFC). HMRC know that there is still plenty to do and are seeking further opportunities to 
help parents access the best childcare support that is available to them.  

Making Tax-Free Childcare Payments 

It will soon be quicker for parents using Tax-Free Childcare to make payments into and out of their 
childcare accounts to pay for childcare costs. Over the summer, HMRC are making changes so that the 
vast number of payments to providers will move through a childcare account in less than 24 hours. HMRC 
will notify you once this change has been made. 

Using Tax-Free Childcare to pay for childcare costs  

Parents can use TFC to pay for any form of care or supervised activity for a child that is not part of 

a child’s compulsory education. The childcare must be registered or approved. Qualifying childcare does 

not include care provided by a relative of the child in the child’s own home, this includes relatives who are 

registered or approved childcare providers.  

For the purposes of TFC, childcare costs include extra items and activities which can reasonably be 

considered to be an integral and necessary part of a childcare package. This includes lunches and, where 

mandatory, uniforms. Please note that once a child has reached compulsory school age, only childcare 

costs which are not part of the child’s compulsory education can be paid for using TFC. This includes 

regulated before and after school clubs and holiday clubs.  

Guides are available for Local Authorities to download and share with parents and providers, 

including what TFC can be used for (page 5 of ‘a guide for parents: Part 1’ and page 4 of ‘a guide for 

parents: Part 2) at the following link:  https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/guides/  

Take up of Tax-Free Childcare in each local authority 

We previously wrote to you to offer to share information about providers that  are signed up in your local 

authority and the number of parents getting tax-free childcare. HMRC can now provide the name of the 

provider alongside their Ofsted number.  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6gGtLyXoeq_sKn3DO_DRwdLTKti9Q2es
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s-38fMXaGSk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s-38fMXaGSk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/guides/


   
 

   
 

If you want to receive this information, please email childcareservice.localgov@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk with the 

subject line “Local authority data” and provide your name, Local Authority, contact name and email 

address. We can refresh this information every three months.  

HMRC are planning to share parental take up numbers through our quarterly statistics package that is 

published on gov.uk.  

Wider Policy and New Announcements  

Early Years Outcomes Dashboard  

We know that development gaps between disadvantaged children and their peers are particularly pronounced 

in early language, and these gaps have a profound impact later in life. We also know that high quality early 

education can have an impact on long-term social mobility. 

To support local areas by making the most important early years social mobility metrics easily 

available, we released the Early Years Outcomes Dashboard last month. The dashboard sets out the 

latest data on progress in each local authority towards the Secretary of State's ten-year ambition and provides 

further information to help compare the attainment gap between disadvantaged children (measured by 

children known to be eligible for free school meals) and their peers. Local authorities will also be able to see 

the performance of children identified as having a special educational need. 

We would like to encourage local authorities to use the dashboard to compare the gap between 

disadvantaged children and their peers both within their areas and against the national average.  

Hungry Little Minds campaign 

Hungry Little Minds is the new Department for Education campaign that encourages parents and 

carers to adopt positive activities and behaviours to boost children’s communication, language and 

literacy development. The three-year campaign, which launched in July, aims to make it easy for parents 

to do more simple activities which enhance their child’s learning. Reading, playing and chatting with them 

are simple things they can do to help them develop, even when they are too young to say much back. 

Parents can access tips and simple activities from  https://hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk/  and also 

search for activities in their area using a new postcode finder service on the website.  

If you have any questions, the DfE Early Years Entitlements Team can be contacted at: 
earlyyears.entitlements@education.gov.uk. Receipt of all messages are acknowledged within 2 working 
days, and fuller responses where required are co-ordinated over 5 working days in the first instance.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Jo Mackie 
Deputy Director, Early Years Strategy and Entitlements 

Department for Education 

mailto:childcareservice.localgov@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/early-years-foundation-stage-profile-results-2017-to-2018
https://hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk/#_blank
mailto:EARLYYEARS.ENTITLEMENTS@education.gov.uk

