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Welcome to our 3rd newsletter giving you updates 
about our preparations for the changes to services for 
Children & Young People with special educational 
needs. 
 
We have a busy summer term ahead getting ready for 
changes in September 2014. 
 

 We have a training programme starting in June 

 We will finalise our paperwork and statutory 
assessment process combining multi-agency 
processes and eligibility criteria. 

 We will collate draft Local Offers and place on the 
Family Information Service website for consultation 
with  parents 

 We will draw up an action plan to convert all 
existing statements to Education Health & Care 
Plans over a 3 year period. 

 We will be discussing the process for personal 
budgets (more information will be available in our 
July newsletter) 

 
 

 
 
                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Changes for children and young people with special educational needs and 
disabilities from September 2014 

Walsall prepare for changes as outlined in the Children & Families Bill 
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We will be training front-line 
staff across Education, 
Health and Social Care 
throughout the months of 
June and July. 
 
Our Workforce 
Development Team will 
produce an ongoing training 
programme starting from 
September for new staff and 
those not included in the 
June/July training. 



EHCP (Education Health & Care Plan) v Statements of Special Educational Needs 
 
EHC Assessment and Plans Statutory Assessment and Statements 

On the EHC Pathway schools are able to 
consider a child’s or young person’s needs 
across education, health and care 

Statutory Assessment only considers the child or 
young person’s educational needs 

To support the referral, schools will collate 
assessment information that they already have, 
or know about, and submit it along with evidence 
of support provided in school.  This should be a 
fairly quick process. 

Schools make a referral with supporting 
evidence.  We then obtain an Educational 
Psychology report and submit another advice 
form.  This can take quite a long time. 

Parents/carers may have a key worker to help 
them through the process.  Someone in school 
could have a role in this support. 

Parents/carers have said that the Statementing 
process was very difficult for them and that they 
did not feel that they had very much support 

The views of young people and families about an 
individual’s needs and their hopes for the future 
are a key aspect of the process 

Parents/carers give their views in writing and 
tend not to have opportunities for face to face 
meetings unless requested 

The planning meeting to draw up the EHC Plan 
involves parents, the young person, where 
appropriate, and professionals who have 
assessed the child or young person.  School is 
involved in shaping and developing the provision 
in the plan. 

The Statement is written by a Council officer, 
schools implement the plan and parents have the 
right to object 

EHC Plans will be personalised. 
That means that all the child’s or young person’s 
individual needs in education, health and care 
will be considered and the plan will then be 
shaped to meet their personal circumstances 

The statement considers educational needs only 
and describes the provision required 

The resources that are available will be used 
flexibly to allow families to make some choices 
about the provision their child/young person 
receives.  Schools will be consulted about 
provision affecting work in school 

Resources are provided to school to make the 
prescribed provision 

A Personal Budget may be available to families 
to choose how to support the child or young 
person. 

There are no personal budgets attached to 
statements. 

The time taken to produce an EHC Plan is 20 
weeks. 

The time taken to produce a Statement is 26 
weeks. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

When will your child/young person’s statement be converted 
to an EHCP? 
 
We are working on a plan for conversion of current statements to the 
new EHCP. There are over one thousand statements in Walsall so this 
is going to take some time.  
 
Current statements of SEN will remain in place until full transition to the 
new process and this could take up until 2017. More information about 
conversion will be provided when the conversion plan has been agreed.  
 
Most conversions will take place at an Annual Review.   



 

EHCP Assessment Process 
 
The Statutory Assessment Process for Education, Health & Care Plans will be 20 weeks.   The draft 
process below is currently being considered.  Schools have volunteered to start piloting our new 
Request for Assessment paperwork and we will make any changes necessary after these pilots or 
when the SEN code of practice is published. 

 

 

  

All Services are 
currently compiling 
their draft Local 
Offer 

 

Local Offer update..... 
 
Schools are all working on their draft local offers.   
 
Services were invited to a workshop at the EDC to help them put together 
their local offers.  We have a number of local offers from services and 
others should be with us shortly.  These will be collated and will be 
published on the Family Information Services website and we will be 
asking parents/carers for feedback in order that we can evaluate the 
content. 
 

 
 

Our frequently asked question leaflet has now been published.  Please contact us if you have not 
seen a copy. 
 

Please send your comments questions to:- senconsultations@edu.walsall.gov.uk 

 

 
 



Parent Consultation Feedback  
 
“You Said”                                         

 
“We will” 

You wanted better services that support families/CYP at 
home and in leisure time. 

- more facilities and better access to those we 
have 

- facilities for specific types and needs (e.g. ASD) 
more tailored respite 

Review our current services and look at ways of 
improving and adding to these services.  We have a 
number of agencies in Walsall that work with Adults 
and will look at the possibility of extending these 
services for children/young people.  We will discuss 
with parents through the parent forum and groups to 
gain feedback of the types of services required. 

You wanted more opportunities to meet other parents 
who have children with similar needs 
 

The Walsall Parent/Carer Forum meets with parents 
and invites guest speakers to events.  We will publish 
groups that currently exist and consult with parents on 
gaps. We will look at what opportunities schools have 
for parents to meet other parents who have children 
with similar needs. 

A proper service for ‘Advocacy’ for CYP 
 

The Children’s Society has an Advocacy service for 
children and young people who are in care, leaving 
care or who have a Social Worker.  We will investigate 
the possibility of this to include children with SEN and 
disabilities. 

The commitment of all professionals to listen properly to 
CYO and families and commit to developing a 
relationship based on trust. Better communication, 
returning calls and listening 
 

The Children and Families Act 2014 will be 
implemented from September 2014 and has major 
implications to how services are delivered to children 
and young people who have a Special Education Need 
and/or Disability between the ages of 0 and 25. It will 
reform the system of support across education, health 
and social care to ensure that services are organised 
with the needs and preferences of the child and their 
family firmly at the centre, from birth to the transition to 
adulthood. We will ensure professionals are committed 
to involving all parents/carers and children and young 
people and have the appropriate knowledge, 
understanding and skills. 

To see that all services put children’s needs before 
budgets 
 

The SEN reforms will ensure that the system of 
support across education, health and social care are 
organised with the needs and preferences of the child 
and their family firmly at the centre. 

More information about what things are available in 
Adult services 

Information about Adult services can be found at:- 
http://cms.walsall.gov.uk/index/health_and_social_care 

You wanted continuity and consistency  
 

Training will be available to education, health and 
social care staff to ensure that services deliver a 
consistent message and we will work together to 
provide continuity across all services. 

More information sharing, open and transparent 
information and everything accessible in one place, i.e. 
One Stop Shop/SEND walk-in and to act on parent 
consultation sessions. 

We will be multi-agency working and sharing 
information.  We plan to place the local offers for 
services on the Family Information Services website 
shortly for consultation.  We will be continuing to look 
at information that is available and how best to make 
this accessible. 

Not forced choices that don’t meet child’s needs 
 

We will be adopting a Person Centred approach which 
will mean taking an holistic and personalised view of a 
child/young persons needs. 

Parents want to tell their story once 
 

The new Education Health and Care Plan will be 
written following consultation with all services involved 
with your child. A form will be available called “the 
family conversation” which will be your child’s story this 
will be completed with you and your child at the start of 
the process.  This information will be shared so that 
you tell your story once. 

More Team Around the child and person centred 
planning 

Our Workforce Development programme will include 
training for person centred planning and will be 
available to staff who work in Children’s services 
across Education, Health & Social Care 
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