
One Minute Guide
Childcare for 2-3-4 year olds

Why use childcare for 2 year olds: 
We know that attending free early learning can make a big difference, your child can make friends, play and have fun, 
and learn and develop.

    Who does it affect? 
If you have a child who is 2 or nearly 2 then you may be entitled to free childcare the term after your child turns 2.   

If you are getting one of the things on the list below you may be entitled to a free place: 

• Working Tax Credit, Child Tax Credit or both and joint household income below £16,190 a year 
• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
• Support through part 6 Immigration and Asylum Act 
If you child has a Special Educational Need: 
• Child receives Disability Living Allowance 
• Child has a current statement of special educational needs or an Education Health and Care plan 
Looked after or adopted children are also eligible for a free place: 

• If child is looked after by a local council 
• Child has left care under a special guardianship order, child arrangements order or adoption order 

What Support is on offer? 
Each eligible child will be entitled to up to 570 free hours during a year, which is worth up to £2986.80.  This is a free place. 

You can take your FREE hours either termly (over 38 weeks) or spread the hours over the full year (up to 48 weeks), if 
available at your chosen provider.  Free places are available at Nurseries, Pre-school playgroups, with childminders and now 
some schools offer free care for 2 year olds. 

Free Early Learning Places for 3 and 4 years old : 
Every child, regardless of their background or family circumstances, is entitled to a total of 570 hours per year of free 
early years education from the term after they turn 3. 

This can be taken to fit in with school terms, which means 15 hours per week for 38 weeks. Or, if it suits you and your 
family, you can take it in different ways. 
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Childcare for 2-3-4 year olds

  30 Hours Free Childcare  
30 hours childcare for three and four year olds will be available in England from 
September 2017. This doubles the existing 15 hours currently available and could save working families up to £5,000 a 
year. 
Parents will be able to check their eligibility now using the online childcare calculator www.gov.uk/childcare-calculator 
and, if eligible, submit an online application ahead of September. Once signed up, parents will receive an eligibility code 
to take to their childcare provider. Childcare providers will then check the code with their local authority. If eligible, 
parents can book their 30 hours place. 

Who are the key contacts and more information? 
Early Help Families Information Service- T 01922 653383, E  walsallfis@walsall.gov.uk 
Childcare Choices - www.childcarechoices.gov.uk 
Early Years 

  Tax Free Childcare 
Tax Free Childcare is an online payment account, topped up by the Government, which parents use solely to pay their 
childcare costs. For every £8 that families pay in, the Government will make a top-up payment of £2, up to a maximum 
of £2,000 per child per year (or £4,000 for disabled children). 
Tax-Free Childcare will be available for children under 12 years old (under 17 years old for disabled children) and can 
be used to contribute towards nursery, childminder and after-school care. To be eligible, parents must be in work 
(including self-employment) and each earning at least £120 per week and not more than £100,000 per year. The offer 
will be introduced to parents with the youngest children first and gradually rolled out so that all parents will be able to 
apply by the end of 2017. 
Childcare providers must have signed up to be able to receive payments from Tax-Free Childcare. Parents can check 
which providers in their area are ready, using the childcare provider checker: www.childcare-provider- 
checker.tax.service.gov.uk 

Where can my child get their free place 
There are lots of different settings across Walsall, including day nurseries, playgroups, childminders and school 
nurseries. for more information please see: http://www.mywalsall.org/fis/search-for-childcare-in-walsall/ 


