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Policy 
 

1. Parliamentary question: children: day care 
On 18 November 2014 in the House of Commons, Alison McGovern MP (Lab) asked what 
the median and mean wage was for childcare workers in each of the last five years. Sam 
Gyimah, Childcare and Education minister responded that the Department for Education’s 
Childcare and Early Years Providers Survey collects data on the wages for childcare 
workers, and that the tables providing figures on the mean wage for childcare workers for 
2009, 2010, 2011 and 2013 are available in an attachment. He said that figures showing 
the median wage for childcare workers in each of the last five years are not readily 
available. 
 

2. Parliamentary question: preschool education: disability 
On 18 November 2014 in the House of Commons, Rushanara Ali MP (Lab) asked the 
Secretary of State for Education, what recent assessment the Department for Education 
has made of the adequacy of the provision of nursery care for children with disabilities. 
Sam Gyimah responded that “it is the duty of all local authorities to work together (with 
parents and providers) to assess and ensure that there is sufficient childcare available 
locally to meet the needs of families and children in their area, including for those with 
children with special educational needs or disabilities (SEN)”. 
 

3. Childcare Payments Bill 
Report stage and third reading in the Commons. Amendments included New clause 1: 
Proposals relating to three and four year olds, tabled by Catherine McKinnell (Newcastle 
upon Tyne North), and New clause 2: Review of impact on childcare costs, tabled by Alison 
McGovern (Wirral South). New clause 1 would compel the government to explore the 
effectiveness of extending the free entitlement for three and four-year-olds when both 
parents are in work. New clause 2 would require the Chancellor to keep under review the 
impact the scheme has on issues of child care cost inflation and, thus, affordability. New 
clause 1 was rejected by 206 votes to 274; New clause 2 was rejected by 208 votes to 
272. The Bill was read a third time and passed and will now go to the House of Lords for 
consideration.  
 

4. Affordable childcare 
On 26 November the Lords Affordable Childcare Committee questioned Sam Gyimah on: 
the Government’s aims in supporting childcare; how child development aims are balanced 
against maternal employment; whether current policy can deliver on child development 
without further investment in quality; whether there is any evidence that support for 
childcare has increased parental employment or generated revenue for the Exchequer; 
whether there is sufficient justification for the government to continue the policy; and what 
evidence there is that schools are willing and able to expand their provision of early 
education for 2, 3 and 4 year-olds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-18/215075/�
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-questions-answers/?page=1&max=20&questiontype=AllQuestions&house=commons%2clords&uin=214874�
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141117/debtext/141117-0002.htm#14111713000001�
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/affordable-childcare/news/affordable-childcare-minister/�
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5. State of children’s rights in England 2014: Review of Government action on 

United Nations’ recommendations for strengthening children’s rights in the 
UK 

Published to coincide with the 25th anniversary of the UN’s adoption of the UN human 
rights treaty for children, this 12th annual report by the Children’s Rights Alliance for 
England reveals that, as a result of struggling services and squeezed families, too many 
children are having their basic human rights breached. The report shows that investment 
in early intervention services has been steadily scaled back since 2011/12 despite a 35 per 
cent rise in the number of children with child protection needs since 2009/10. Children with 
special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) are left particularly vulnerable when 
services are cut. The cumulative impact of cuts to services, the cost of living crisis, and 
changes to the welfare system, means some children in England are not having their basic 
needs for shelter and food met and can’t access the services which are supposed to 
support families, while many more are not able to enjoy a fulfilled and happy childhood. 
 

6. An adequate standard of living: a child-rights-based quantitative analysis 
of tax and social security policy changes in the Autumn Statement 2013 
and the Budget 2014 

Landman Economics was commissioned by the Office of the Children’s Commissioner to 
undertake a quantitative analysis of tax and social security measures announced in the 
2013 Autumn Statement and the 2014 Budget and their impact on children’s human rights, 
as defined by the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). The analysis 
assessed the likely impact on children’s rights in England of certain UK public taxation and 
spending measures announced in the period November 2013 to April 2014, including 
changes in taxes, welfare benefits and certain public expenditure measures. The report 
concludes that, overall, comparing 2015 with 2010, there is negative impact on incomes of 
families with children. Families with children are harder hit than working age families 
without children, with lone parent families hardest hit of all groups in percentage terms.  
 

7. Parents eligible for more than £8,000 in childcare support: Sam Gyimah 
speech 

Speech delivered by Childcare and Education Minister Sam Gyimah at the Family and 
Childcare Trust Annual Conference. In the speech, he talked about the support available 
for families to help with the cost of childcare, and the launch of a major campaign by the 
Department for Education to inform parents about this – through social media and family 
information services.  
 

Practice 
 

8. Invitation to early years providers to join a potential new project 
The Department for Education is exploring the interest in a potential new project which will 
test innovative approaches to improving outcomes for young children in disadvantaged 
areas and are seeking expressions of interest from early years providers who may be 
interested in joining. The aims of the project would be to: 

• encourage more outstanding provision into deprived areas; 
• improve outcomes for disadvantaged young children;  
• demonstrate how early years providers, working with local authorities, can use 

different business models to achieve this. 
 

If you might be interested in participating in this potential new project, please email 
alison.britton@education.gsi.gov.uk by Friday 5 December.  

http://www.crae.org.uk/media/75135/SOCR_2014_REPORT_WEB.pdf�
http://www.crae.org.uk/media/75135/SOCR_2014_REPORT_WEB.pdf�
http://www.crae.org.uk/media/75135/SOCR_2014_REPORT_WEB.pdf�
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/content/publications/content_903�
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/content/publications/content_903�
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/content/publications/content_903�
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/parents-eligible-for-more-than-8000-in-childcare-support�
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/parents-eligible-for-more-than-8000-in-childcare-support�
http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/2014/11/invitation-to-early-years-providers-to-join-a-potential-new-project/�
mailto:alison.britton@education.gsi.gov.uk�
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9. Early Years Foundation Stage progress check and the Healthy Child 

Programme health and development review 
This report published by the Department for Education looks at different approaches to 
integrating the EYFS progress check at age 2 with the Healthy Child Programme (HCP) 
health review at age two to two-and-a-half years. By integrating the reviews, the 
government believes parents will get a more complete picture of their child, drawing on the 
expertise of health visitors and early years practitioners. The report provides a detailed 
map of how the Integrated Review has been implemented in the five test sites and outlines 
what methods worked and what didn’t. It also provides some qualitative evidence to inform 
future potential wider adoption of Integrated Review models by local areas. With regards to 
overall achievements the pilot sites successfully designed, developed and tested new ways 
of delivering assessments for two year olds. It is too early to form conclusive judgements 
about whether or not the integrated approaches developed are more effective in achieving 
early identification of need compared with the separate EYFS Progress Check at two and 
the HCP health and development review at two to two-and-a-half years. Nevertheless, 
there is clear evidence that parents and practitioners found the principle and practice of 
the reviews positive in improving joint working and engaging parents effectively. Many 
practitioners and parents also reported that they were effective in providing a strong 
understanding of children’s development and in facilitating the provision of early 
preventative support in the form of information, advice or guidance during the meeting, or 
via referral for follow-up support. 
 

10. Getting it right for families: a review of integrated systems and promising 
practice in early years 

In this report, the Early Intervention Foundation warns that the failure of health services to 
share birth data with children’s centres, fragmented commissioning by agencies and a lack 
of shared vision across the early years, can mean that families are missing out on support.  
It calls for local areas to work together to undertake an integrated review of two-year-olds, 
consider the role of children’s centres as part of an integrated 0-5 system and provide 
families needing extra help with a named worker who can coordinate services. The report 
also recommends the appointment of a national figurehead to lead on integration across 
the workforce and develop plans for an integrated inspection framework to bring together 
the work of Ofsted and the Care Quality Commission. The report highlights good practice 
examples through case studies of 20 projects across the country that bring together health 
and education services - health visitors, midwives and GPs with children’s centres, 
nurseries and childcare. 
 

11. Early years foundation stage profile attainment by pupil characteristics, 
England 2014 

This Department for Education statistical release provides academic year 2013 to 2014 
information at both national and local authority level on attainment for the early years 
foundation stage profile (EYFSP) by gender, ethnicity, eligibility for free school meals, 
special educational needs, English as a first language, month of birth. It shows that 60% of 
pupils achieved a good level of development (GLD) in the EYFSP profile, compared to 52% 
in 2013. Girls continue to outperform boys with the attainment gap remaining at 16 
percentage points. Just 19% of SEN pupils achieved a GLD compared with 66% of those 
pupils with no identified SEN. The Free school meals (FSM) attainment gap remains at 19 
percentage points and is widest in the literacy areas of learning. Pupils of any white or any 
mixed background performed slightly above the national average with 62% achieving a 
good level of development.  
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/376698/DFE-RR350_Integrated_review_at_age_two_implementation_study.pdf�
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/376698/DFE-RR350_Integrated_review_at_age_two_implementation_study.pdf�
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/376698/DFE-RR350_Integrated_review_at_age_two_implementation_study.pdf�
http://www.eif.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/GETTING-IT-RIGHT-FULL-REPORT.pdf�
http://www.eif.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/GETTING-IT-RIGHT-FULL-REPORT.pdf�
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/eyfsp-attainment-by-pupil-characteristics-2013-to-2014�
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/eyfsp-attainment-by-pupil-characteristics-2013-to-2014�
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12. Reading England’s future: mapping how well the poorest children read  

This report by Save the Children examines the scale and nature of the challenge of children 
who are not reading well, covering the early years and the primary school phase of 
education in different parts of the country. It examines reading achievement at age 11 for 
children on free school meals as a core indicator and how reading achievement for poor 
children has changed over the course of ten years. The report also looks at children’s early 
language development, measured at the age of five. It demonstrates the importance of 
what happens in the early years before children start school. 
 

13. Maths and numeracy in the early years 
This report by the All Party Parliamentary Group for Maths and Numeracy presents the 
findings from discussions with early years and maths education specialists on how maths 
and numeracy is learnt in pre-school settings and how a positive attitude can be instilled 
during this vital stage of learning. Recommendations to government include: Increase the 
focus of maths and numeracy in the early years curriculum, by including number sense as 
a prime area of development; conduct more research into the ways young children learn 
maths to inform teaching methods; all early years practitioners, both new entrants and the 
existing workforce, should be trained in children’s mathematical development; provide 
more guidance for practitioners on the use of effective approaches and resources. 
 

14. Children’s early literacy practices at home and in early years settings: 
second annual survey of parents and practitioners 

This report outlines findings from Pearson and the National Literacy Trust’s second annual 
early years literacy survey, conducted in May to July 2014. 1,012 parents of children aged 
three to five years and 567 early years practitioners participated. The survey looked at 
early years practices at home; socioeconomic status and gender differences; literacy 
practices in early years settings; differences by professional qualifications and Ofsted 
ratings. Key findings include:  

• Children who read daily are more likely to have above average vocabulary 
attainment than children who read less often;  

• More children from higher socioeconomic households look at or read stories daily;  
• Twice as many children from lower socioeconomic households look at or read stories 

on a  touch screen for longer than they look at or read printed stories; 
• Twice as many boys as girls look at or read stories on a touch screen for longer 

than they look at  or read printed stories;  
• Nearly 90% of early years practitioners are “very confident” supporting children to 

look at or read stories;  
• Early years staff qualifications and Ofsted ratings impact on practices in early years 

settings. 
 
A summary of the key findings is also available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/Reading_Englands_Future.pdf�
http://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/userfiles/Documents/APPG_paper_-_EYs.pdf�
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/assets/0002/4082/EY_Final_report_2014.pdf�
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/assets/0002/4082/EY_Final_report_2014.pdf�
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/assets/0002/4081/EY_Key_Findings_2014.pdf�
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Research 
 

15. Millennium Cohort Study: initial findings from the Age 11 survey 
This report presents initial findings on a number of key topics arising from the fifth survey 
of the Millennium Cohort Study, carried out by the Centre for Longitudinal Studies, 
Institute of Education when the children were aged around 11 years old. It draws attention 
to some of the important features of contemporary 11-year-olds’ lives: growing up and 
independence, family structures, cognitive development, childhood obesity and overweight, 
child poverty and deprivation, and child wellbeing. Key findings include: More than half of 
the millennium children experienced poverty at some point in their first 11 years; Nearly 
four in ten of the children have lived through at least one change in their parents’ 
relationship status; One in five children are obese by age 11; Most 11-year-olds seem very 
happy with their lives nevertheless – and they are even happier with their families; Social 
background remains the most powerful predictor of 11-year-olds’ cognitive abilities. A set 
of plain English briefings on each topic area is also available.  
 

16. The economic effects of pre-school education and quality 
The Effective Pre-School, Primary and Secondary Education (EPPSE) project is the first 
large-scale British study on the effects of different pre-school experiences on children’s 
outcomes. It enables researchers to look at the impact of both pre-school education and 
pre-school quality not only on short-term education outcomes, but also on long-term 
education and possible future labour market outcomes for a cohort of individuals who did 
not have access to universal pre-school education. This report by the Institute for Fiscal 
Studies focuses on the long-term economic consequences of pre-school education and 
quality for educational outcomes at age 16, the last year of compulsory schooling. Findings 
show that going to pre-school increases the probability of obtaining five or more GCSEs at 
grades A*–C by 8.4 percentage points, on average, while it increases the average number 
of GCSEs achieved at these grades by 0.8 GCSEs. The effect of receiving pre-school 
education is more than twice as large for those whose mothers have low educational 
qualification levels as for the whole sample, suggesting that pre-school education may play 
an important role in reducing long-term educational gaps for children of mothers with low 
education.  
 

17. Are financial incentives for breastfeeding feasible in the UK? A mixed 
methods field study 

The UK has one of the lowest breastfeeding rates in the world, with young women in areas 
of high deprivation being less likely to breastfeed than women in areas of low deprivation. 
This study published in The Lancet tested the feasibility of a financial incentive intervention 
to increase breastfeeding in areas with 6—8 week breastfeeding rates of 40% or less. If 
women were breastfeeding their baby, they could claim vouchers when their baby reached 
2 days, 10 days, 6 weeks, 3 months, and 6 months old. The scheme was offered to women 
with babies born during a 16-week period resident in three neighbourhoods in Derbyshire 
and South Yorkshire, UK, in November 2013. Findings showed that of a total of 108 women 
eligible for the scheme, 53·7% joined the scheme, and 34·3% claimed 6—8 week 
vouchers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cls.ioe.ac.uk/page.aspx?&sitesectionid=1330&sitesectiontitle=MCS+age+11+initial+findings�
http://www.ifs.org.uk/uploads/publications/comms/R99.pdf�
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2814%2962131-0/abstract�
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2814%2962131-0/abstract�
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18. Two-year-olds in England: an exploratory study by TACTYC 

This study, conducted by Plymouth University and Oxford University and commissioned by 
TACTYC, explored the provision for two-year-olds in England. The aim was to investigate 
the provision of funded places for two-year-olds using four methods, focusing on 
dimensions of quality that are important for two-year-old children’s development; current 
central and local government policy and frameworks and practices for supporting the two-
year-old programme;  and practices among settings providing funded places for two-year-
olds. An interim report, which presents a literature review and data from interviews with 
key informants, is also available. 
 

19. Free journal articles on early education 
Routledge Education is offering free access to a number of Virtual Special Issues on 
education, including one on early education. The articles are free to download until 31 
December 2014. 

 
 

Families 
 

20. Survey on paternity leave and family friendly employers 
Mumsnet conducted a survey for its 2014 Family Friendly Awards to investigate the reality 
of family-friendly working for UK households, including paternity leave. Key findings 
included: 

• 39% of fathers are obliged to use their paid annual leave in order to afford to take 
time off after the birth of their children; 

• Only 17% of employers top up the level at which paternity leave is paid; 
• 90% of respondents believe paternity leave should be paid at the same rate as 

statutory maternity pay is initially (90% of full-time salary); 
• Just 17% of fathers take five days' leave or fewer, and of those that took fewer 

than five days, 65% didn't take longer because of financial constraints, and 28% 
because of not being able to secure the time off from their employer; 

• 81% of couples would have preferred the father to take a longer period of paternity 
leave following the birth of their child.  

 
21. The eleventh hour: are children and families being helped too late? 

This Action for Children survey of its service managers reveals that nine out of ten frontline 
professionals say children’s mental health has become worse, or remained persistently 
bleak, over the past year. The report argues that the pressures faced by parents, such as 
unemployment and debt, are having a detrimental impact on families; over half of its 
services – 56 per cent – reported a rise in parental depression over the same period. It is 
calling on government to move more existing funding to early help for children, advising 
that more attention must be paid to warning signs and to pressures contributing to 
problems with emotional wellbeing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://tactyc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Two-year-olds-Phase-2-Report.pdf�
http://tactyc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Expert-Perspectivesthe-Provision-of-funded-Two-Year-Old-Places.pdf�
http://explore.tandfonline.com/content/ed/early-years-education�
http://www.mumsnet.com/family-friendly/2014-survey-results-paternity-leave�
http://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/media/9663726/redbooklight_11_spreads_lores.pdf�
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22. Single parents and benefit sanctions 

This report by Gingerbread examines the role of sanctions within work preparation and job 
seeking regimes. It looks specifically at the use of sanctions in relation to single parents 
seeking or preparing for work. Four key issues around sanctions and single parents were 
identified: incorrect levels of conditionality placed on single parents, which can lead to 
sanctioning; the detrimental impact of sanctioning on children; the assumption that non-
compliance is deliberate or wilful; and the lack of support to help single parents overcome 
the structural barriers to work. 
 

Health and Wellbeing 
 

23. Updated NICE guidance on care of healthy women and their babies during 
childbirth 

The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence has updated guidance on care of 
healthy women and their babies during childbirth. The guidance recommends that home 
births are also equally as safe as a midwife-led unit and traditional labour ward for the 
babies of low risk pregnant women, except for first-time mothers.  
 

Safeguarding 
 

24. New hospital alert system to help prevent child abuse goes live 
The Department of Health, the Health and Social Care Information Centre and NHS 
England has issued a joint release stating that a new system to help doctors and nurses 
spot children suffering from abuse and neglect has successfully gone live. Homerton 
University Hospital NHS Foundation Trust and Lancashire Teaching Hospitals Trust are the 
first hospitals in the country to use the new Child Protection - Information Sharing (CP-IS) 
system which is designed to help avoid cases such as Baby P being repeated. 
The system will now be rolled out across the country, connecting emergency departments, 
out of hours GPs, walk in centres and local authorities through a national system that will 
alert clinical staff to those at risk of abuse or neglect. 
 

 
Disability and Special Needs 

 
25. Early intervention for children with learning disabilities whose behaviours 

challenge 
This briefing forms part of the Early Intervention Project delivered by Challenging 
Behaviour Foundation and Council for Disabled Children. It shows that children with 
learning disabilities face an increased risk of behaviour problems, and highlights the lack of 
local services and the risks and difficulties faced by children and their families. The briefing 
identifies key areas of action to help policy makers and commissioners address these 
issues, including: enabling parents of children with learning disabilities to access early 
years support and parenting support; identifying problems early and working together and 
in partnership with families to respond; and providing local behaviour support teams to 
undertake functional assessments and support the use of positive behaviour support where 
required. 
 
The paper is supported by a data supplement and the methodology for estimating the 
number of children in England with learning disabilities and behaviours that challenge. 
 
 

http://www.gingerbread.org.uk/uploads/media/17/9181.pdf�
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/CG190�
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/CG190�
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/5229/New-hospital-alert-system-to-help-prevent-child-abuse-goes-live�
http://www.challengingbehaviour.org.uk/learning-disability-files/Briefing-Paper.pdf�
http://www.challengingbehaviour.org.uk/learning-disability-files/Briefing-Paper.pdf�
http://www.challengingbehaviour.org.uk/driving-change/early-intervention-project.html�
http://www.challengingbehaviour.org.uk/learning-disability-files/EIP-Data-Supplement.pdf�
http://www.challengingbehaviour.org.uk/learning-disability-files/Estimating-the-Number-of-Children-with-LD-and-CB-in-England.pdf�
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26. Free resources to support SEND reforms 

A number of free resources to support the SEND reforms can be downloaded from the 
Making it Personal 2 (MIP2) section of the KIDS website. Making it Personal 2 (MIP2) is the 
result of a consortium led by KIDS and involving the Office for Public Management (OPM), 
In Control, Family and Childcare Trust and the National Association of Family Information 
Services (NAFIS). MIP2 partners worked alongside a number of local voluntary and 
statutory providers, groups of parents/carers, disabled children and young people and 
commissioners with an aim of building on the original MIP project to provide a number of 
free of resources aimed at a wide ranging audience. 
 
 

Consultations and Calls for Evidence 
 

27. SEND funding: longer-term changes: call for evidence 
The government is inviting interested individuals and organisations to help work out better 
ways to distribute special educational needs and disability (SEND) funding. The 
Department for Education has published a pack of data about children and young people 
with SEND, and is interested in any conclusions that may be drawn from this data. It is 
also interested in any local knowledge that could inform the national debate on how best to 
allocate this funding in the longer term.  
Launch date: 13 November 2014 
Closing date: 27 February 2015 
 

Conferences 
 
9 December 2014, Taunton 
Special Educational Needs and Disability Learn Explore Debate Events 
4Children and Council for Disabled Children are leading a series of national events which 
are targeted at those in the early years sector with an interest in children with Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities and their families.  
 
This event will give those attending an opportunity to learn more about the overarching 
changes to The SEND Code of Practice; explore the specific implications for the early years, 
children and families; and debate the issues, challenges, opportunities in the early years 
and share, celebrate and build on the best practice which already exists. 
 
9 December 2014, London 
Early years: high impacts for health 
In the autumn of next year the responsibility for children’s public health will transfer from 
the National Health Service to local authorities. In order to aid the transition to the new 
configuration of services the Department of Health, which retains central government 
oversight of the policy area, has prepared, in collaboration with partners, an overview of 
six early years high impact areas for local authorities to consider. This event will 
investigate each of these outcome areas and will be an essential learning opportunity for 
commissioners and providers of early years services, including health visitors, early years 
practitioners and local authority officers.  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kids.org.uk/mip2�
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/funding-for-children-and-young-people-with-send�
http://www.4children.org.uk/Event/Detail/SEND-Event-Taunton�
http://www.infanthealthconference.co.uk/event-home�
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10 December, 2014 Leeds and 11 December, 2014, London 
Early Help, Early Identification: Achieving best outcomes for children and families 
Early Help is crucial as it provides integrated support to children, young people and their 
families. However, effective early help relies upon local agencies working together to 
identify children and families who would benefit from early help and provide targeted early 
help to address the needs of a child and their family. These seminars, organised by 
4Children, are aimed at aimed at those working with all children and families to help 
provide early help and support to prevent families from going into crisis, and will include: a 
Local authority best practice case study; what is the role of children's centre in early help; 
supporting SEN and disabilities through early help; supporting parents through early help. 
 
6-7 February 2015, London 
Nursery World Show 
 
 

 

ECU Bulletin is compiled and edited by NCB Information Centre. Any 
communications about the ECU Bulletin should be sent to: ecuadmin@ncb.org.uk 
 
The Early Childhood Unit (ECU) works to sustain and improve the quality of 
services for young children through direct work with children’s services and 
settings, and through its national networks. This fortnightly bulletin provides up 
to date news and information for the Early Years sector, including research, 
policy and resources.                           
 

http://www.4children.org.uk/event�
http://www.nurseryworldshow.com/�
mailto:ecuadmin@ncb.org.uk�

