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Access to High Needs Funding without an Education, Health and Care 

Plan (EHCP) for children in early years with physical, medical and/or 

healthcare needs  
 

PURPOSE 

 

High Needs Funding can be accessed in exceptional circumstances for the small number of children 

and young people in early years settings (private, voluntary and independent nurseries; mainstream 

schools and academies) who do not have an EHCP. These will be children who have physical, 

medical or health needs that are over and above what settings/schools can be expected to support 

via the Local Offer but who do not have difficulties in the area of cognition and learning and are able 

to access the normal differentiated curriculum at age appropriate level. The key principle 

underpinning this funding is to ensure that the child has safe and successful learning experiences 

that promote physical, social, emotional and intellectual development. 

 

 Available for two, three and four year olds (nursery aged) children in Private, Voluntary and 

Independent nursery settings (PVIs), nursery schools and nursery classes. It is not for four 

year olds in Reception classes. PVIs do not receive an SEN allocation and are therefore 

eligible to apply for High Needs Funding for 4 year olds who have taken up a school place. 

 

 

CONTEXT 

 

“The Equality Act (2010) defines a disability as “…a physical or mental impairment which has a long-

term and substantial adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities. Children 

and young people with such conditions do not necessarily have SEN, but there is a significant 

overlap between disabled children and young people and those with SEN” (SEND Code of Practice, 

xviii). The Equality Act also sets out the legal obligations that schools, early years providers, post-16 

institutions, local authorities and others have towards disabled children and young people. They 

must make reasonable adjustments, including the provision of auxiliary aids and services, to ensure 

that disabled children and young people are not at a substantial disadvantage compared with their 

peers. This duty is anticipatory-it requires thought to be given in advance to what disabled children 

might require and what adjustments might need to be made to prevent that disadvantage.  

 

The Children and Families Act (2014) places a duty on maintained schools and academies to make 

arrangements to support pupils with medical conditions. Individual healthcare plans will normally 

specify the type and level of support required to meet the medical needs of such pupils…Schools are 

required to have regard to statutory guidance ‘Supporting pupils at school with medical conditions’ 

(2014, DfE) 

 

CRITERIA 

 

 the child or young person has an identified physical, medical or health need but is able to access 
the curriculum at age-appropriate level 
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 there is supporting evidence from relevant external professionals, usually health,  which indicates 
that the child’s physical, medical or health needs are beyond the scope of the Local Offer and 
that access to high needs funding without the need for an EHCP is appropriate 

 

PROCESS 

 

 All applications must be submitted using the High Needs Funding application form and 
submitted by the appropriate date for consideration at the Inclusion Panel, details of which can 
be accessed at www.mywalsall.org/fis   

 The setting/school, following discussion/consultation with relevant professionals (e.g. 
Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy, Lindens Outreach, Advisory Teacher, Educational 
Psychologist) will submit an application for High Level Needs Funding to the Inclusion Panel. 

 The setting/school will provide documented evidence of the child’s physical, medical and/or 
health needs and the requirements to meet the child’s needs.  This will include evidence of 
consultation with outside agencies and may include a healthcare plan  

 There will be clear evidence that there has been discussion/consultation with  relevant external 
professionals regarding possible additional support and agreement that the child’s physical, 
medical and/or health needs are above what could be expected to be supported via the Local 
Offer 

 reserved for the very small number of children who have a physical, medical or health need but 
do not meet the indicators for an EHCP 

 available for one year but may be extended if evidence provided in the form of a reviewed 
healthcare and/or physical management plan supports this. 

  If  the child/young person’s needs change and a statutory assessment request is submitted 
and agreed at panel the funding will continue during the period of assessment  

 If the Inclusion Panel agrees to the request for High Needs Funding, they will clarify the start 
date for funding and the date for review.  

 
 

 

http://www.mywalsall.org/fis
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